Effect of hypoglycaemia, TRH and levodopa on plasma growth hormone, prolactin, thyrotropin and cortisol in Parkinson's disease before and during therapy.
Thirteen drug-free and not severely affected patients with idiopathic Parkinson's disease underwent an insulin-hypoglycaemia test, a TRH test and a levodopa test. The responses of growth hormone, prolactin, cortisol and thyrotropin were measured, and retested under stable therapy with levodopa and benserazide. Mean basal and stimulated hormonal concentrations were in the normal range before and during therapy. Minor abnormalities were observed in individual cases, but did not indicate a hypothalamic dopamine deficit.